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Asked bv Sir John Simon all the members of the Provincial Committee said that a
resolution for the separation of Burma from India would be carried, if not unanimously
at least by a large majority in the present Council, if the Government members refrain-
ed from voting.	.	, .	,r
Mr. P. C 1). Chari, a member of the Deputation, was of opinion that even it a
resolution for separation was carried in the Council that would not prove that
public opinion was not against the question. Witness added that Indian labour
only supplemented Burmese labour.
Burma Women's Deputation"
A deputation of the women of Burma was examined next for a short time by the
Conference. The deputation was led by Miss C. Dantra, Bar at-Law and consisted
of Miss Ma Pwa Hmoo, Bar-at-Law, Mrs. M. Fraser, Dr. Miss Ma Saw Sa, Miss
T. T. Uice Daw, Miss Mya Shwe and Mrs. Sohora Jeejeebhoy. Miss Dantra made
the following statement "to the gentlemen of the Joint Free Conference":—
"We hive come before you, not as the representatives of any body or any
organisation of women, because our grievance is one which should and ought in the
first instance be dealt with by the Local Legislature, and consequently we have
organised no definite deputation to come before you. But last night Sir Hari Singh
Gour convinced us that this was an opportunity to stir up the lethargy of the Local
Council and to stimulate it to action by showing that we are in earnest, and that we
do verily believe that we have a real case to put before you as the final tribunal of
appeal in this matter.
"Since 1922 women have had power to vote for members of the Local Legislature
on the same terms as men, but for seven years we have been denied the right to
choose one of our own sex to represent us, and this is the case in Burma, a country
where women have taken an active part in the public life for generations,
"In fact, there are none of the obstacles in Burma which are in India. We have
no caste system and no purdah. We are not illiterate. On the contrary, we may own
property and carry on business on the same footing as men, and there are no personal
disabilities attached to women in Burma except this one.
"In fact, the Burmese woman is, perhaps, if we may venture to say so, through
no peculiar virtue of her own, more thrifty and industrious than the Burman. Yet,
while in India most of the provinces have enfranchised the woman completely by
allowing them to vote as% well as to sit in the Local Legislatures, in this province
we are only partly enfranchised,
"We are only allowed to vote for men to speak for us. This, no doubt, women
can do adequately in good many cases, and far more adequately in some, but we
admit, though humbly, that we have a contribution to make towards the welfare of
the social life in the province.
"We are by reason of our sex more fitted to deal with certain problems of a social
character, housing, health and hygiene, and the education of children. All these, it
is recognised, have a direct bearing on the prosperity of the country and a very direct
bearing on the vital problem of crime in Burma.
"Our main grievances are that we women in Burma must and are willing to
shoulder our responsibility towards the next generation and the welfare of the State
in general. As things stand at present, we are denied our contribution. We may
choose others to speak for us, we may not speak for ourselves. We hope that some-
thing constructive will arise out of our representation by the action of the Legislature
which is to meet in a very short time/'
Cross-examined by the members of the conference the deputation held that they
stood for "fairplay and no favom" as Sir John put it They did not want any reserva-
tion of seats. They wanted equal rights with men. It was true the Phongyis objected
to women in legislatures The deputationists told Sir John SimonUhat in the present
Council Mr, Ua€ of the Provincial Committee was the champion of their cause.
18th. February—The Commission at Madras.
The Simon Commission and the Central Committee arrived at Madra s from
Rangoon on the i8th February.
Unlike Rangoon, demonstrations were organized against the Commission. A pro-
cession of several thousand started from Napier Park but were held up by the police

